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By contrast with natural, oral speech, writing is completely artificial. There is no way
to write ‘naturally.” Oral speech is fully natural to human beings in the sense that every
human being in every culture who is not physiologically” or psychologically disabled
learns to talk. To say writing is artificial is not to condemn it but to praise it. Like other
artificial creations and indeed more than any other, it is truly invaluable and indeed
essential for the realization of fuller, interior, human potentials. Technologies are not
mere exterior aids but also interior transformations of consciousness, and never more
than when they affect the word. Writing heightens consciousness and it also provides for
consciousness as nothing else does. Oral cultures indeed produce powerful and beautiful
verbal performances of high artistic and human worth. Nevertheless, without writing,
human consciousness cannot achieve its fuller potentials, cannot produce other beautiful
and powerful creations. In this sense, orality needs to produce and is destined to
produce writing. Literacy is absolutely necessary for the development not only of science
but also of history, philosophy, explanatory understanding of literature and of any art,
and indeed for the explanation of language (including oral speech) itself. There is hardly
an oral culture left in the world today that is not somehow aware of the vast complex of
powers forever inaccessible without literacy.

Technologies are artificial, but — paradox again — artificiality is natural to human
beings. Technology, properly interiorized, does not degrade human life but on the
contrary enhances it. The use of a technology can enrich the human mind, enlarge the
human spirit, and intensify its interior life. Writing is an even more deeply interiorized
technology than instrumental musical performance is. With telephone, radio, television,
and various kinds of digital media, electronic technology has brought us into the age of
‘secondary orality,” by contrast with primary orality, which refers to thought and its
verbal expression totally untouched by any knowledge developed through writing or print.
But secondary orality is essentially a more deliberate and self-conscious orality, based
permanently on the use of writing and print. Secondary orality is both remarkably like
and remarkably unlike primary orality. Like primary orality, secondary orality has
generated a strong group sense, for listening to spoken words forms hearers into a
group, a true audience, just as reading written or printed texts turns individuals in on
themselves. But secondary orality generates a sense for groups immeasurably larger than
those of primary oral culture as is indicated by McLuhan's ‘global village.” Moreover,
before writing, oral folk were group-minded because no possible alternative had
presented itself. In our age of secondary orality, we are group-minded self-consciously
and programmatically. The contrast between oratory in the past and in today’'s world
well highlights the contrast between primary and secondary orality. Radio, television, and
social media have brought major political figures as public speakers to a larger public
than was ever possible before modern electronic developments. Thus in a sense orality
has come into its own more than ever before. But it is not the old orality. The old style
oratory™® coming from primary orality is gone forever.
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* physiologically: an adverbial form of physiology, meaning a branch of biology that
deals with the functions and activities of life or of living matter (such as organs,
tissues, or cells) and of the physical and chemical phenomena involved

*x oratory: the art of speaking in public eloquently or effectively
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@By contrast with natural, oral speech, writing is completely
artificial. 222 Fax Tsl7|e gizxoz 27| AR5 A9
Ao|c}. There is no way to write ‘naturally.” ‘AFHAZ 7 L A=
718 27135ttt Oral speech is fully natural to human beings in
the sense that every human being in every culture who is not
physiologically* or psychologically disabled learns to talk. +&#A 09
Falrle e, AeA oy gt o BE Rajo] mE Alo] Wst TN | 2
715 Hlthe QuloA s ApAAe|E Zloltt. To say writing is Arazels | AdREEA)
artificial is not to condemn it but to praise it. 7|7} Q1¢jAlol2}al ! !
ste e J71g SAlst: o] ohjet Q&8 14S kol Wrkst: oo o 1Y
Zlo|tk. @Like other artificial creations and indeed more than any Axx  HA é%qﬁiiéﬂ;}
other, it is truly invaluable and indeed essential for the AU 2 g5 S0
realization of fuller, interior, human potentials. T}2 Q1ZA9l Ax st2A  o]s)9]
23} OEMR, AdEE 28§ 270: Azt YA Axe ol 71of
FRs] AWs] el WaHolw M M Jr Aol @ “atalrle} 2719
Technologies are not mere exterior aids but also interior 222;2}:1}; ;Z.ﬂéﬂﬁgi el
transformations of consciousness, and never more than when they SApe E5) vl2A a9t

3ol &3E & AZ

affect the word. 7]&2 ©A] P& =22 & # ofdzt 929 4
WAel wsts spQid, B8 Wat WAL AQ 12isitl. Writing
heightens consciousness and it also provides for consciousness as
nothing else does. R7|& 9JAl2 1YA|7|1 EJF SA5A oAl
71551A St Oral cultures indeed produce powerful and beautiful
verbal performances of high artistic and human worth. F+&&3t=
159 o&A, AN RS ZE PAL ofSThe dojd AF
(verbal performances)g AJAMHUCH Nevertheless, without writing,
human consciousness cannot achieve its fuller potentials, cannot
produce other beautiful and powerful creations. 13c}1 sjh2te
2717F QAT 223 AAES F o T 4+ U o, 2
g o& olgEx AT FERES UEoE & U’E Aot On
this sense, orality needs to produce and is destined to produce
writing. o|2jgt oulox T&ye WANo= 2sg FEIUr &
t}. Literacy is absolutely necessary for the development not only
of science but also of history, philosophy, explanatory
understanding of literature and of any art, and indeed for the
explanation of language (including oral speech) itself. A}
(literacy)2 THsh® ofuz} olap, sl 12jm 2oty oo M, 5
3] (&R YWshZlE R Ao A4 olsfie wWAS sl WrEA]
b Qst Zo|t;. There is hardly an oral culture left in the world
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today that is not somehow aware of the vast complex of powers
forever inaccessible without literacy. §&st= L& 23t & A
ol Adiste =45 d¥s] A6 de (FedY) I 9A
5 ot Bste A9 gt

Technologies are artificial, but — paradox again — artificiality
is natural to human beings. 7]&& QI¢Ao|X|gt Ao g o]zist
AL Ao AfAdA2lE  HE0|tf. @Technology, properly
interiorized, does not degrade human life but on the contrary
enhances it. A5 UHa}st7|0t JthH 7]&2 QIZHY] A4S E|HA|
71A] &1 "2 733tA|7Ith. The use of a technology can enrich
the human mind, enlarge the human spirit, and intensify its
interior life. 7|49 Ag-S 9I7to] 0te-g FREA stm, A AL
SHA7]0], YAl AFS 733}A|7Ict. Writing is an even more
deeply interiorized technology than instrumental musical
performance is. 27| 7|2} AFH} ¢ Zlo] YHEgt 7|&oltt. @
With telephone, radio, television, and various kinds of digital

et

media, electronic technology has brought us into the age of
‘secondary orality,” by contrast with primary orality, which refers
to thought and its verbal expression totally untouched by any
knowledge developed through writing or print. A3}7], 2t e, &€
A, 22u gget gxE uixe @A AR Jlee 2719 fLeidn
qzAQl ‘A29l F&4d° AdE FolFAo. 2719 fade 270t
QM-S ol LA A|AY IFS o= WA g2 Aza I719] A
ojA melu} W= Zlo|th. @But secondary orality is essentially a
more deliberate and self-conscious orality, based permanently on
the use of writing and print. 2284 A29] &AL EXXo=z ¢
oEmoln Axrzg oAlste FaAolu], 27]9 Ao Ao A%
Xog 7|dtst= L&Ao|tt. Secondary orality is both remarkably
like and remarkably unlike primary orality. A|29] t&=/dat %x7]9]
FaHe B UI QAN A0 =2 B AR Ut @Like
primary orality, secondary orality has generated a strong group
sense, for listening to spoken words forms hearers into a group,
a true audience, just as reading written or printed texts turns
individuals in on themselves. %£7|9] 1&A3} O7tR]|2 A|29] L
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immeasurably larger than those of primary oral culture as is
indicated by McLuhan’s ‘global village.” 3}X|gF A|29] &AL mH=
gto] A TE APEONE L & Yo, £7]9] 7 2ate}l wRE o
sofd & g AxE T AR FTEAE UERH. Moreover,
before writing, oral folk were group-minded because no possible
alternative had presented itself. A|t}7} #7] o]A Ao L& 23
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In our age of secondary orality, we are group-minded
self-consciously and programmatically. @53 A|29] &4 X|djof
X St oARolm A wet BFA oA ZH=ch The
contrast between oratory in the past and in today's world well
highlights the contrast between primary and secondary orality. 2}
7lep @Ale] g tiEslud &710] padat M2ol &4 7ol o
A7 M9siXltt. @Radio, television, and social media have
brought major political figures as public speakers to a larger
public than was ever possible before modern electronic
developments. 2tt]Q, ®u|d, T2ju 44 bjfolg Fo] Fa A
AQJNEL U9 AR 7]& 2F oA 71sqH A ojder ¢ w2
Oz oo A7t YA 4 QA =t Thus in a sense orality
has come into its own more than ever before. 72{8 2 ojd 9jOj
oA Fe4de 2 ofdl AdEote A4l 2AS tejdicty Ed £
Qlt}. But it is not the old orality. SHX|§F 1712 oXQ] JL&Ao] of
Ut} The old style oratory** coming from primary orality is gone
forever. %719 TaAolA 2T o AEtUo] AME US| Alatx|

A=A

* physiologically: an adverbial form of physiology, meaning a branch
of biology that deals with the functions and activities of life or of living
matter (such as organs, tissues, or cells) and of the physical and
chemical phenomena involved

« el om: Aejsto] HALY, Ajejshe AEsto] Fate AEolut ABAI(Z]HE,
24, M 3)9 7ls &5, 2749 ARl e S thRe ohE

** oratory: the art of speaking in public eloquently or effectively
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